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As I traveled our country this last week,
I met some of the men and women who are
the real heroes of this economic recovery and
whose futures will be shaped by the results
of the election this Tuesday, in Michigan,
where our auto industry is roaring back with
more workers than they’ve had since 1979
and where for the first time in 15 years
American auto companies are outselling their
Japanese competitors all around the world.
At State universities in Michigan and New
York, I met young people who are preparing
for a high-skill, high-tech, high-wage future.
I’ve also met older workers who are learning
new skills for new careers.

Recently I received a letter from Antonio
Dodero of Cerritos, California, who lost his
job in the aerospace industry 2 years ago.
He enrolled in a retraining program our ad-
ministration has worked to expand, and he
wrote just to thank me because that training
helped him find new work as an air condi-
tioning and heating technician. Mr. Dodero,
thank you for having the courage to learn
those new skills and to face the future with
confidence.

Despite the progress we’re making and the
fact that the direction we’re pursuing is clear-
ly correct, there are forces in this country
who are not looking forward, who don’t want
to invest in people like Mr. Dodero and those
college students. Instead of building the fu-
ture, they’re making a trillion dollars’ worth
of easy promises: big tax breaks, mostly for
the wealthy; big increases in spending for de-
fense and Star Wars; and a promise to bal-
ance the budget.

A trillion dollars in promises? How will
they be paid for? There are just two alter-
natives: It would require a 20-percent cut
across the board in every other part of Gov-
ernment. That’s cuts in Social Security,
Medicare, student loans, assistance to farm-
ers, veterans benefits, the crime bill, the
things that make us stronger, smarter, more
secure.

If you take out Social Security, it would
require a 30-percent cut in Medicare and
student loans and all those other things. Of
course, there’s always the possibility they’re
kidding, that they’re just going to give us the
goodies without the cuts. What does that
mean? An explosion in the deficit, sending
our jobs overseas, putting our economy in

the same deep trouble we had in the years
of the eighties. This is not the time for Amer-
ica to turn away from the future, to turn back
to the easy promises of the past.

We’re helping brave people all around the
world move toward their own freedom and
democracy, their own peace and prosperity,
whether it’s Israel and her Arab neighbors;
the people in the Persian Gulf or Haiti,
where our brave soldiers are serving; the peo-
ple in Korea who are building a nonnuclear
peninsula; the people in Northern Ireland
trying to bury hundreds of years of hate; or
people in South Africa trying to build their
democracy.

Their hearts and minds are open to our
ideas. Their markets are opening up to our
goods and services. They admire our values,
our strength, our willingness to change. They
believe in our country. And at this hopeful
and historic moment, when America and the
world are moving forward to the future, we
must believe in our country, too. Why would
we ever want to turn back to policies that
failed us? When we can be strong, why would
we ever want to be weak? The future of our
children and our country are at stake.

With all of my heart and soul, I believe
America will continue to make the choice to
keep moving forward, to be strong, to seize
the future.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
8:05 p.m. on November 4 at the Beverly Hilton
Hotel in Los Angeles, CA, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on November 5.

Interview With Cynthia Louie and
Fred Wayne of KCBS Radio, San
Francisco, California
November 5, 1994

Midterm Elections
Ms. Louie. Mr. President, thank you very

much for your time, and welcome to KCBS.
The President. Thanks, Cynthia. It’s nice

to hear your voice.
Ms. Louie. There is a new poll out today

from Newsweek, and I’m sorry to give you
this bad news, but there is a new poll out
today from Newsweek showing that your ap-
proval rating has dropped to 40 percent. And
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these polls seem to come out fairly frequently
with results up and down. Why do you sup-
pose you’re down now, and do you pay much
attention to these surveys?

The President. No, because, first of all,
the polls are directly related to how much
people know about the record of the adminis-
tration. And all the surveys show that about—
over 60 percent of the American people ap-
prove of the work of this administration if
they know the facts. The frustrating thing is,
and the frustrating thing in all these elec-
tions, is that people have so little way of get-
ting the facts.

If you look at this California election, it’s
a classic example. I mean, look at the Senate
race. Dianne Feinstein has done things in
the United States Senate in only 2 years that
no Senator in our lifetime has ever accom-
plished: the assault weapons ban, a law re-
quiring no tolerance for gun ownership—
possession for children in school, the Califor-
nia desert bill. And she’s being opposed by
Michael Huffington, who never even lived
in California until 1991; who bought a race
in the Congress with his fortune; and then
when he ran for the Senate, lost his own con-
gressional district in the Republican primary;
and still looks like he has a chance to win
because he can spend money to put things
on the television that aren’t true.

This is a very negative, confused, difficult
time. And the truth is, in a lot of these polls
it depends on what information the voters
have and how you ask the question. The only
things that really count are these elections,
but it’s getting harder and harder and harder
for voters to make good decisions if all they
get is a constant barrage of negative informa-
tion and they never get the facts.

The truth is, we’ve got a 4-year low in un-
employment; jobs are growing 5 times as fast
under our administration as they did under
the Bush administration. We’re doing things
for working people like the family leave law,
immunizing all of our children under 2, ex-
panding Head Start, lower cost college loans.
We’re moving this country in the right direc-
tion. And we are leading the world in moving
toward peace and freedom and democracy.

If people think about the record and un-
derstand the direction, they give us a lot of

support. But you can’t blame people for not
voting on what they don’t know.

Immigration
Mr. Wayne. Mr. President, let’s get on

to the subject of illegal immigration. We of
course know that you are on record against
Proposition 187 in this State. That whole
issue is causing so many ill feelings; there’s
anger on both sides. What can you tell us
about the threat that California could lose
Federal funding if that initiative passes, one,
and as a second part, what commitment can
you make to our listeners about what the
Federal Government might be able to do to
help with the problem of illegal immigration?

The President. Well, first of all, let’s try
to—let me try to talk some sense about this
issue. The people of California do have a
problem with illegal immigration, which is
more severe when the economy is in trouble.
But since I became President, I have been
trying to help you solve it. I mean, from the
day I got in office I knew I had a mess in
immigration on my hands, and I started try-
ing to fix it 21 months ago.

What have we done? We have almost dou-
bled the border guards in San Diego, along
the border down there. We have almost dou-
bled the number of illegal aliens who have
been convicted of crimes we’re sending back
out of the country. We’re giving money to
California for the first time to help deal with
the cost of imprisonment. I’ve asked Con-
gress to appropriate literally hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to help you deal with the cost
of education and health care. We have in-
creased funding to California to deal with im-
migration by one-third, even though we are
reducing Federal spending overall for the
first time in 25 years. So we are moving to
deal with this problem. We are also looking
at ways that we can be tougher on incentives
for employers not to hire illegal aliens and
how we can keep up with the records.

So I think the people of California should
want more done. I think the Federal Govern-
ment should do more. I have been in the
forefront of doing that, working with Senator
Feinstein, Senator Boxer, and others.

I simply don’t agree that 187 is the right
way to go because, first of all, nearly every-
body thinks it’s unconstitutional. Secondly, it
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will be directed primarily against children.
If you kick children out of the health clinics,
you may run the risk of causing health prob-
lems for the general California population.
If you say kids have got to be kicked out
of school, you turn the teachers into police
officers and you say, ‘‘We’re going to put
more kids on the street.’’ Well, we’ve got too
many kids on the street in America and Cali-
fornia today already. It’s liable to raise the
crime rate and cause all kinds of problems.

So my view is that 187 is not the right
way to do this, and it could cause California
a lot of problems. You know, California is
coming back economically. You’ve got the
lowest unemployment rate in 3 years here.
I have worked as hard as I know how to get
investment back into California, to sell Cali-
fornia high-tech products around the world,
to sell California agricultural products
around the world. We’re even selling Califor-
nia rice in Japan for the first time.

The strength of California is in its diversity.
So the issue is how can we enforce the immi-
gration laws and still build on our diversity.
And I don’t think 187 is the way to go.

Ms. Louie. Mr. President, we have so
many more questions for you. Unfortunately,
your people are telling us that you are out
of time, your time is limited, and you have
to go. So thank you very much for joining
us today on KCBS.

The President. Thank you. I’m on my way
up to the Kaiser Center in Oakland at 2:30,
and I hope I see some people up there, too.
Thanks.

Mr. Wayne. Mr. President, you’ll see us
there. Thank you very much.

The President. Great.

NOTE: The interview began at 12:45 p.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Anaheim
Convention Center in Anaheim, CA.

Proclamation 6755—National
Women Veterans Recognition Week,
1994

November 5, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During the American Civil War, both
Union and Confederate forces relied on the
skill and courage of women. Thousands vol-
unteered as nurses; others spied on the
enemy; many disguised themselves as men
and stood to fight in battle. As our Nation
has grown, so too has the number of women
veterans. From Europe to Korea to the Per-
sian Gulf, their knowledge and leadership
have been essential in maintaining the unpar-
alleled effectiveness of every branch of the
United States Armed Forces.

Today, American women share the respon-
sibility of defending the cause of freedom
around the world. Time and again, women
have demonstrated their professionalism in
peacetime and have proven their mettle in
combat. Their heroism, their bravery, and
their tireless devotion to duty have helped
to ensure all Americans the protection of the
greatest fighting force the world has ever
known.

America is blessed with more than 1 mil-
lion living women veterans. In myriad dif-
ferent roles, they have brought honor to our
country and strength to our cause. As more
and more women answer the call to military
service, we salute the many proud veterans
who served before them and paved the way.
Our veterans exemplify the spirit of patriot-
ism and service that has characterized Amer-
ican women in uniform throughout our Na-
tion’s history.

In respect for and recognition of these dis-
tinguished citizens, the Congress, by Public
Law 103–148, has designated the week of
November 6, 1994, through November 12,
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